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and effective use of pesticides. Labels are

legal documents. Pesticide users are
required by law to comply with the instructions in
the pesticide labeling. The pesticide label contains
directions on how to properly mix, apply, store, and
dispose of a pesticide. Safety information such as
type of required personal protection equipment
(PPE), worker protection standards (WPS) if appli-
cable, physical and chemical hazards, environmen-
tal hazards, and a statement of practical treatment
(first aid) must also be present on the label. These
directions are designed to ensure the safe and effec-
tive use of pesticides. Failure to comply with the
directions can harm humans and the environment
as well as lead to possible legal liability.

Pesticide labels provide information for safe

Below is a descriptive list of the information that is
found on a pesticide label. A fictitious sample label
follows to illustrate how this information might
appear.

] NAME OF PRODUCT

BRAND NAME

B Name used by the manufacturer to identify the
product.

B Every product has a unique brand name.

COMMON NAME

W A simple name given to a chemical with a com-
plex scientific name.

B Common names do not differ between manufac-
turers.

2 INGREDIENT STATEMENT

W Percentages of active and inert (other) ingredi-
ents in the product.

W Chemical and/or common names of active ingredi-
ents MUST BE listed.

$ NET conrENTS

M Total amount of product in the container.
W Net contents are expressed in ounces, pounds,
gallons, quarts, pints, or fluid ounces.

MANUFACTURER NAME
AND ADDRESS

B Name and address of producer or distributor of
the product.

REGISTRATION AND
ESTABLISHMENT
NUMBER

W Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) registra-
tion number indicates the product and label are
approved for use by the EPA.

B Establishment number is the code for the factory
where the product was made.

SIGNAL WORD
AND SYMBOL

W Indicates relative acute toxicity of the product.

B Acute toxicity is measured by testing five methods
of exposure: acute oral, acute dermal, acute
inhalation, eye irritation, and skin irritation.

DETERMINING SIGNAL WORDS

To establish how toxic (poisonous) a pesticide is,
it is given to test animals to determine the
amount of the chemical that kills 50% of the ani-
mals. Toxicity tests are done for each method of
exposure — oral, dermal, and inhalation. Based
on this and other tests, the product is classified
into toxicity categories for each route of expo-
sure. Toxicity categories I, II, Il and IV indicate
how toxic the chemical or product is. Category |
is most toxic and category IV is least toxic.

The toxicity categories help to determine the
product’s signal word. Signal words are required
to appear on every pesticide label. Signal words
provide a quick indication of the overall toxicity of
the product. Table 1 lists the signal words. Note
that the sample pesticide falls into toxicity cate-
gory | according to the toxicity rating scale, and
therefore the words DANGER-POISON appear on
the label. For any product in category I, the
words DANGER-POISON and the skull and cross-
bones symbol must appear in red letters on the
label. The signal word must also appear in
Spanish.







